1689-95] DE COUVERT TO FRONTENAC 45

with the 3 large Ships, which were not less injured
than it was, in order to get out of range of our can-
non — which would have sunk all 4 of them, if they
had waited for another of its volleys. 4 [z.e., 3]. We
forced the enemy to leave us a cable and an anchor
worth a thousand escus (it was the great cable and
the heavy anchor of The Admiral)—and, besides,
3 Shallops; the five Pieces of artillery used in their
descent, mounted Upon their gun-carriages; a quan-
tity of bullets; a standard, a drum, and several
dozen heavy muskets.

The frenchmen who were prisoners in the English
Ships said that our cannon had killed a very great
number of our Enemies, both above and between
the bridges; and that, besides these, a great many
were also disabled. They added that the commander
of this fleet, who had depended upon what our pris-
oners from Baston had told him about the forces at
Quebec, had complained to them that he had been
deceived, and that the bullets of Quebec were too
heavy —adding that he had eveu declared that he
would take one of them to Baston, to exculpate him-
self. Those of our french who had been taken from
the prison of Baston to be placed upon the English
fleet, and whom the general frequently consulted
upon the way about various matters relating to the
execution of his enterprise, reported that at Baston
the capture of Quebec was believed to be certain.
So sure were they that, before setting out on the
expedition, the officers of the fleet and others inter-
ested had had more than twenty lawsuits settled in
regular form on the subject of the rich booty that
would be obtained at Quebec, and especially to decide
to whom should belong the six silver Chandeliers of



